Get Tick =
Smart!

Be tick safe when enjoying
time outdoors.
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All about ticks

Ticks are a part of nature and may be found throughout our watershed. They're more
likely to be found in forests, tall grasses, bushes and wet areas with lots of leaf litter.
But they can also be carried by birds, raccoons and other animals, meaning they can
end up in your backyard too. Ticks will seek a host by climbing vegetation such as
long grass, bushes, or shrubs in and along forest edges, and wait for a suitable host
to come in contact with them.
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e Ticks are most active when the weather warms up in the spring and can
remain active until freeze-up occurs.

e The ticks you are most likely to find in Saskatchewan are dog ticks (also
called “wood ticks”). Dog ticks do not transmit Lyme disease and are most
active from spring to early summer.

e Black-legged ticks can carry Lyme disease but only a small percentage
do. These ticks can be active from late spring through to October or
November.

e Hard ticks have a tough back plate.

} e Ticks are very small bugs. They are about the same size as a sesame seed,
3.5 mm.

e Ticks cannot fly, they do not jump and do not move large distances along
the ground.

e Attach and feed for hours to days.

e Need a blood meal to survive, develop and reproduce.

e Hard ticks take one blood meal per life stage.

e Black-legged ticks feed on a different host during each life stage (3 hosts).

e Ticks that become infected at any stage stay infected.
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