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IS THERE TREATMENT
FOR CS?

Yes. Babies with CS are treated right away.
Depending on your doctor’s evaluation,
babies are given antibiotics, usually for 10
days. 

It’s also important that babies treated for CS
get follow-up care to make sure that the
treatment worked. (306) 953-5000

www.nitha.com

To contact NITHA:

For more information or for
testing information, please
call or visit your local
community health centre or
health care provider.



CS CAN CAUSE ANY OF THE
FOLLOWING:

Miscarriage - losing baby during
pregnancy
Prematurity – baby born early 
Low birth weight
Stillbirth – baby is born dead
Death of the baby shortly after birth 

DOES CS AFFECT MY BABY?

Yes, if you are pregnant and have syphilis,
you can give the infection to your unborn
baby. CS will have major health impacts to
your baby. This depends on how long you had
syphilis and if you got treatment for syphilis.

WHAT IS
CONGENITAL
SYPHILIS (CS)?
Congenital syphilis (CS) is a disease that
occurs when a mother with syphilis passes the
infection on to her baby during pregnancy.

SIGNS AND
SYMPTOMS

Lack of, or delay in progressive growth of
the baby (failure to thrive)
Lung infection (pneumonia)
Running nose with watery discharge, fever
Skin rashes, on the hand palms and feet
soles; lesions around the genitals, anus,
and mouth
Irritability, feeding problems

Presence of notched teeth. Normally, the
upper incisors are affected
Upper and lower limb problems; pain in
the bones with joint inflammations
Neurological abnormalities
Hearing loss (partial or complete)
Vision problems (blindness, corneal
clouding)
Skin patches (scarring) around genitals,
anus, and mouth; mucus formation seen

Newborns with congenital syphilis may not
present any signs or symptoms at birth. But,
these can develop quickly, requiring prompt
treatment. The signs and symptoms include:

In newborns and young children (less than 2
years):

In older children (over 2 years):

I’M PREGNANT. DO I NEED TO GET
TESTED FOR SYPHILIS?

Yes. All pregnant women should be tested for
syphilis at the first prenatal visit (the first time
you see your doctor for health care during
pregnancy). If you don’t get tested at your
first visit, make sure to ask your doctor about
getting tested during a future checkup. Some
women should be tested more than once
during pregnancy. 

Get a prenatal care when you know you
are pregnant.
Get syphilis test and for other infections
at your first prenatal care.
Do a follow-up prenatal care until
delivery with your health care provider.
Maintain monogamous relationship with a
partner who has been tested for syphilis
/ other infections and who do not have
syphilis / other infections. 
Use barriers / condom correctly when
you have sex.

HOW CAN I REDUCE THE RISK OF MY
BABY GETTING CS / OR PROBLEMS
ASSOCIATED WITH CS?


