Congenital Syphilis
Fact Sheet
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What is congenital syphilis (CS)?
A syphilis infection passed by the untreated or inadequately treated mom to her baby during pregnancy.

Does CS affect my baby?

Yes. CS will have major health impacts to your baby. This depends on how long you had syphilis and if you got treatment
for syphilis.

CS can cause any of the following:

Miscarriage - losing baby during pregnancy
Prematurity — baby born early

Low birth weight

Stillbirth — baby is born dead

Death of the baby shortly after birth.

Babies born with CS can have any of the following:

Deformed bones

Enlarged liver and spleen

Meningitis (infection of the brain)

Brain and nerve problems like blindness and deafness
Severe anemia

Skin rashes

Babies with congenital syphilis may not have symptoms at birth. Without treatment, they may develop health problems
usually in the first few weeks after birth or years later. They can die from the infection or may have delayed development
or have seizures.

Is there treatment for CS?

Yes. Babies with CS are treated right away. Depending on your doctor’s evaluation, babies are given antibiotics, usually
for 10 days.

How shall | reduce the risk of my baby getting CS / or problems associated with CS?

Get a prenatal care when you know you are pregnant.

Get syphilis test and for other infections at your first prenatal care.

Do a follow-up prenatal care until delivery with your health care provider.

Maintain monogamous relationship with a partner who has been tested for syphilis / other infections and who do not
have syphilis / other infections.

« Use barriers / condom correctly when you have sex.

Call or visit your Community Health Centre or Health Care Provider for some advice.
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