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How to Complete the Cold Chain Break Report Form
Section 1

Complete all components of this section.  The Reporter is the person who discovered the cold chain break or is responsible for reporting the cold chain break.  Their contact information is important to facilitate follow up.

Section 2

There are four categories in this section.  The Reporter only needs to fill out the one category that is most applicable to the cold chain break:

1. Vaccine left out of fridge – in cooler, box, on counter, etc.

2. Fridge temperature excursion – when fridge thermometer indicates temperatures outside of cold chain maintenance (2 to 8°C).

3. Break during transportation – Temperature indicator card and/or data logger indicates break in cold chain during transport from one facility to another (includes vaccine from Roy Romanow Provincial Laboratory [RRPL] and intra-regional transport) **

4. Other situation – any situation not covered in the three scenarios above.  Include as much information about the situation including time, temperature and cause.

All products must be immediately quarantined when involved in a cold chain break.

**Data loggers that are in the coolers of vaccine found to be in a cold chain break should be sent into RRPL and marked with the name of the former Regional Health Authority (RHA), Athabasca Health Authority (AHA) or First Nations Jurisdiction (FNJ); facility; date of cold chain break and contact person.  The data logger should then be put in an envelope and placed back in the cooler to be sent to Roy Romanow Provincial Laboratory at 5 Research Drive, Regina SK. S4S 0A4   NOTE: This does not apply to vaccines sent from wholesalers to community pharmacies.

Section 3

· Description of Break:  Provide as much detail as possible regarding the cold chain break including how and why the break occurred.  

· Cause of cold chain break:  Please check off the cause that is most applicable.  Provide details of the corrective action or plan.

· Have any affected products been administered to clients?  Please check off yes or no, and answer subsequent questions as appropriate.

Section 4 (Page 2)

· Print all vaccine information clearly using one line per lot number.  List open vial vaccines on separate lines even if lot number is the same.  Use appropriate vaccine and manufacturer abbreviations. 

· Circle the applicable answer for “open multidose vial” and “previous cold chain break.”

· Page 2 will be faxed back to the SHA, AHA or FNJ Immunization Supervisor/ Designate or Community Pharmacist indicating whether the vaccine is:

· Viable – usable – maintain in cold chain and use as soon as possible; OR
· Discard – not to be used.  Discard as per organizational policy.

NOTE:  The Ministry of Health will fax recommendations to Immunization Supervisor/Designate or reporting Community Pharmacy as appropriate
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